SUNDAY
=]
e O

Patsy McGregor reflects on Psalm 118:1-2.19-end
and John 1212-16

3 Lge cowd gathemad 10 00 the hovering machine

and on the foothall phch. Siaging at the top of their
lungs, having walkod mies to greet us, poopia ward acstatic in
anticdpafonof the new chuech and hagith dinkc. Paim branches
ware wowen Into sthe gren sachas and piaced at the vilage
antranca. Yot for i that, this was not quite tha dignifed amival
you might maging. My hushiand slippad In 2 mud puddie and
- whoosh - he was suddenly flat on the groend, coverd In
mud. The crowd beoka out b ISughter, and happly awernyone
sw the humour In the shation.

Tocay's Gospal tells of 3 humble man riding Into Krussiom
on 2 young donlay, amid chears and waving palm beanches.
Many of those waving branches had doubliess soon Josus’
miacies and heard his achings In Galiea. Thera & 3 W05
T3t thay ame responding to the pasimist’s exhortation 1o:-"8ind
e fostal procasgion With branches.... O ghvo thanks o the

Asmﬂawlntyhdkom:tbomeumgmmm

Loed, for e i good.”

Bat what was Jesus aling whille 3l of this was going on?
Knowing what ha did sbout whase this path was kading wer

Bis focfings out of Kilor wih the atmosphore of triumphant joy

at sumoundad MM and the coit?

Has somecne avar congratulatod you for somathing and you
Dought, In the back of your mind, If you only know..."T %

Daar Lord, thank you for making that imal journey. | will regoica
baing glad in this day because you have mada it and becauze
i know that your joumaey ulttmataly ends In the triumph of lif

ovar death. Aman

The Church Fathers
Part 2, lgnatius and Polycarp

by Richard Gunning

Schard Genning continues our ook
ot $he eardy O Famers

The fact that Doing 3 Christion was
a cqpial offlence eomed actually
© encourage some of the sarly
Fathers to provoia the authocitios
igratius ¢ 35108, Bshop of
Aotioch, oedarad that his friends
shouid not try to obtain his slease
fom Roman captivity 2s he wantod
0 suffer 25 Josus had. He pracictad
Dat be would o Teown 1o beqsts,
which, ¥ LQlor ropoets ae to Do
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eloved, doed came o pass
His friond Folycarp £ 65-155) had
boon 3 discipla of the apastic Jobn,
who had ordained him Bishop of
Smyma. Some scholars bellkewo
that Pobyram (which means "much
hult” n Geekl was msporsbio
or the assomidly and pudiication
of the New Testamont When
n od age Fobycmp was haukd
bafore the authorlies and sked
b renounce his fGith he ald:
"Thaso alghty-six years | have bean
the Loeds sarvant, and he has
navar kot me down. Shall | revie
hm now?" &

Palm Sunday

Oy Lisa Tulfer
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A ungie mRmne In John's
Gogpel has ghwe rse o e
acitiors calebralod I many
chunchas %00Qy. The other
Gospals  menton  peopk
spraading thelr mobes and eaty
branches on tha road ghving
Joms 3 Kind of carly wersion of
the red Grpat treatmant. Caly
john spocifes palm trees. in
Gfferont  dimates,  saqsonally

avilable such as
willow or I5 wad In Palm
Sunday processions.

In many chaches, the paim
coss ceied bday Wil e

Sy of e & ruaciors Dy Choetes Bbhorran, S Bedcboctss Choach, Lomeon

“ Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for

rightzousness, for they will be filled’

Matthew 42
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